
Small businesses add 
50,000 jobs, but don’t 
increase pay
Portfolio.com/The Business Blotter blog 
(3/29)
Sun-Sentinel (Fort Lauderdale, Fla.) (3/29)
American City Business Journals/
Phoenix (3/29)

Small-business employment 
increased 0.2% in March, while 
average wages remained flat, 
according to data from Intuit. In 
a positive sign for growth, some 
states hit hardest by the recession, 
including Florida, California and 
Arizona, posted increases in 
employment. 

Experts note that as the economy 
improves, small businesses 
must look for ways to remain 
competitive with pay in order to 
retain workers, and they advise 
flexibility with non-monetary 
compensation, including time off 
and other rewards. 

More small-business owners 
find outside tax help
The Wall Street Journal (3/29)

Small-business owners are 
increasingly hiring professional 
help to handle their taxes rather 
than trying to go it alone. “There 
is no way a small-business owner 
could track [the tax code] and 
run their business. There are 
not enough hours in the day,” 
said small-business owner Sherri 
Comstock. Constant changes and 
uncertainty in the tax code force 
owners to spend on outside help 
and make it more difficult to set 

growth plans, said 
NFIB’s Bill Rys. 

A brand-new start in 
digital branding
Entrepreneur.com (3/28)

Lynn Parker spent years rebuilding 
her corporate branding firm 
after the tech bubble burst, then 
watched revenues fall about 20% 
in the Great Recession. Instead of 
widespread layoffs, Parker sought to 
reposition the company with a new 
division focused on digital branding 
and a sponsorship with a public 
radio station. By the end of the 
2009, old clients were coming back 
and the digital division accounted 
for about 30% of revenues. 

Pick the best location-
based service to bring in 
customers
Entrepreneur.com/Finding Customers 
blog (3/29)

From Facebook to Foursquare, the 
choices in location-based services 
seem to grow exponentially every 
day. So how do you know which 
one is right for your business? 
Mikal E. Belicove describes four of 
the top services and says your best 
bet may be to go with PlacePunch, 
a service that lets you create loyalty 
programs on several top services. 

Why return on investment 
needs to be your social 
media mantra
Social Media Today (3/27)

Social media marketers should 
take a long, hard look at their 

campaigns and make sure 
everything they do is targeted 
at producing tangible returns 
on the time and resources 
invested, Pam Moore writes. 
Making ROI the focus of the 
campaign is the only way 
to instill your efforts with 
the planning and discipline 
necessary for success, she 
writes. “By focusing on ROI, an 
integrated plan and goals you 
are better able to make data 
driven decisions. ROI better 
empowers you to make the 
hard decisions,” Moore writes. 

Tax Tips for 
Entrepreneurs: Work 
at Avoiding Audits
Portfolio.com (4/5)

Facing a business audit can 
feel just as daunting as 
dealing with a personal one. 
But if the IRS deigns that it must 
review your company, don’t panic. 
A few simple guidelines can help 
you prepare. 

4 Characteristics of Great 
Logos
Inc.com (4/4)

What makes a logo great? Here are 
four characteristics that distinguish 
great logos from the legions of the 
not-so-great. Plus: Get more tips 
on designing a logo.

Need a review of your 
business or marketing 
plan? Call me for an 
appointment:

office 937-292-7455 
mobile 937-597-3156

or email: fdburkhardt@
genevaanalytics.com

April 18, 2011 Welcome to the 
Monday Marketplace. . . 

The “Marketplace” is a publication 
of Geneva Analytics, Ltd. Geneva 
Analytics was founded in 2009 to 
provide economic, organizational 
and business development planning 
and strategies to the public and 
private sector. 

In that capacity, Geneva Analytics 
reviews a wide range of data sources 
to stay in front of the latest trends. 
We will be reporting out highlights 
from these sources on a weekly basis 
along with how these trends could 
impact local communities. 

If you find the information contained 
valuable, feel free to forward it to an 
associate or friend.

Fred D. Burkhardt

foLLoW uS!
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